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Abstract

Pediatric infant formula (PIF) is the used food to replace the breast milk. PIF is implicated with outbreaks
around the world as it is not a sterile product. It is recommended by WHO to prepare the formula at 70°c. In
this study, PIF tins were collected from the local market. Microbial flora was counted and identified,
ingredients were compared to the Libyan standards and preparation method was assessed whether they fit
Libyan codes and FAO/WHO recommendations. Antibiotic sensibility test was applied for all isolates. The
ingredients were similar in each level, However, different brands recommended different temperatures to add
the powdered formula in. some pathogens were isolated such as Cronobacter sakazakii, Staphylococcus
aureus, Staphylococcus epidermidis, E. coli, Enterobacter cloacae, Citrobacter spp. and Klebsiella Spp.
which responsible for diseases worldwide. This study, insists that mothers should be informed about the risk
could be caused when PIF is un-correctly prepared, as well as Libyan codes should be upgraded to meet the
FAO-WHO recommendations.

Key words: Infant — formula — Bacteria - ingredients — preparation - temperature.
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